Gentamicin PMMA beads and other local antibiotic carriers in two-stage revision of total knee infection: a review.
Local antibiotic carriers are available as resorbable carriers (e.g. gentamicin-loaded collagen) and non resorbable carriers, mostly gentamicin-loaded bone cement in the form of beads or spacers. The release of the antibiotic may differ largely, depending on the properties of the carrier. In the use of spacers the release may remain too low, resulting in subinhibitory gentamicin concentrations. Revision of late deep infection of a knee prosthesis includes extraction, debridement and the use of local and systemic antibiotics. Reimplantation can be performed if healing is appropriate and the bone stock reaches. Otherwise arthrodesis is necessary.